NOTES                                                            45
way of those who were trading before the war either with or without
licences, also, with those who were settled in the country before war,
whether they traded in the country before war or not. The Bazaar
Notice should, according to the dispatch, affect only those new-
comers who arc said to have poured in. As a matter of fact, as has
been pointed out in previous statements, there are very few new-comers,
because only refugees have been allowed to enter the country. It
would not, therefore, do to rely upon the dispatch in question and sit
still. Time is quickly passing by, and it is very necessary that, in ac-
cordance with the dispatch, there should be a guarantee given to the
poor British Indians that their licences would be respected.
Further on, Lord Milncr states:
We have no wish  to  subject   respectable   British   Indians,   or   civilised
Asiatics generally, to any disabilities,
and therefore. His Excellency proceeds:
It is, in three most important respects,   shewing  a consideration for  the
Asiatics which the late Government did not shew.
One of those respects is exemption of Asiatics of a superior class
from all special legislation; this consideration has not yet been shewn,
except with regard to residence, which is the least important thing;
the most important part being to leave undisturbed the trade of the
men who conform to the laws of the country. Much stress is un-
doubtedly laid on the right of residence outside Locations, but com-
paratively speaking, the right of residence is a matter of sentiment, the
right of trade one of bread and butter.
As to the selection of the Bazaar sites, there is only one opinion
among the Indians, namely, that they could not have been worse
chosen by their inveterate opponents; for trade they are perfectly use-
less; in most cases they are vacant pieces of grotind away from the
business centres. Disinterested professional men have testified to their
being valueless for trade*
With reference to the Rustenberg Bazaar, even a member of the
Health Board has not hesitated to say that trade cannot be carried
on there, and yet this is what Lord Milner has said to Mr. Chamberlain:
As you are aware,  the  sites  selected by  the   Government  of that late
South African Republic for the purpose of Asiatic Bazaars were in many cases
most unsuitable for such a purpose, being remote from the  business  centres
of the town* In many towns, no site at all was selected. It is the intention of
the Government to lose no time in selecting suitable sites for Asiatic Bazaars
accessible to all classes of the community, and I am confident that, once the
Bazaars arc established and arranged in conformity with the customs and re-
quirements of the occupants, the latter will be enabled to carry on their busi-
ness with as great, if not greater, advantage than under existing conditions.
The quotation  shews  not that Lord Milner's intentions  arc  not
good, but that they are not  being   carried  out  by   those in  whom is
vested the administration of the Law 3  of 1885.  Indeed, they are en*
forcing it in a manner most  hostile   to   the   Indians,   because the law